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sam·sa·ra /s!mˈsɑr!/ 
:the indefinitely repeated cycles of birth, death, and misery caused by karma 

:conceived of as having no perceptible beginning or end 

:unbroken chain that follows continuously



Performance Directions

Samsara is a work for vibraphone and interactive electronics. 

For the percussion:
Yarn mallets and two bass or cello bows are required. Tapping with finger pads is also required.
The motor should remain off for the duration of the piece.
The score is unmeasured, but there are 5’’ divisions in each system. Each page lasts for 60’’.
Rhythms are approximate and bowings are held for the duration of each straight line.
Trills and bowed tremolos are also used within the work. 

For the electronics:
One [or two] microphone(s) are needed for the vibraphone, running to an audio interface.
Only stereo playback is needed, though the percussionist will likely want a stage monitor speaker.
A laptop running RTcmix and/or Pure Data is required.
Both the RTcmix code and Pure Data patch are available from the composer.

Oxford, OH 10.08.2012
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